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I, RISE with a diffidence r 
the magnitude and awfulneſs of the ſub- 
ject, not from reſpe& to the [reſolutions 
I have heard, which I deem exceptionable 
in every part; a circumſtance which the 
ſilence of thoſe who bring them forward 
would ſeem to acknowledge. litaploteyour 
attention whilſt I deliver ſome thoughts 
which axe the fruit of my beſt reſearches my . - 
honeſteſt feelings, and the unextinguiſhable 
love Ibear this ill- fated country. I ſhall net 
conſider the language ur grammar of Mr. 
Byrne's letter —it is beneath the dignity of 
this meeting, and this great queſtion, to 
deſcend to an altercation with: inquiſitors 
SIR B of 5 
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{BS 
of eds 2nd diſſectors of {yUables : 1 ſhall 
enter into the ſubjeCt at large, and ſpeak 


3 


to the ſcope and ohject of the letter, as it 
affects Ireland, and as it is the expreſſion 
of Catholic hopes and deſires. Tou will 
not expect brilliant remarks and exquiſite 
deductions of reaſoning from a man born 
a victim to the popery laws, and driven 
at an early period into foreign climes for 
prohibited, imperfect education and ſcanty | 
bread. I ſhall ſpeak like a ſoldier, with 
cundor and with frankneſs, yet with reſpect 
and a fear of offending, unmoved by ſſan- 
der, uninfluenced by any thing but truth. 
Truth is libel, faction, ſedition, and trea- 
Non in the eyes of thoſe who live by its 
” oppoſite, but it is the only eriterion of 
© honeſty, the only baſis of laſting ſettle- 
ment to your country, and every lover of 
it ſhould utter it with courage, and hear 
it with patience. I belong to no party; 1 
am an Iriſhman; I care as little for thoſe 
ho are in as for thoſe who are out: I am 
the humble, but the ſincere and unbought 
advocate of a woe-worn people. I there. 
fore conjure you to hear me, and forgive 
3 my 
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my inaccuracies and inexperience in ſpeak-" 

ing. I know that honored names, illuſ- 
trious patriots, characters which Ireland 
muſt ever revere and love, men who led 
her to freedom and to fame (one * of whom 
T behold in this aſſembly with many mix 
ed ſenſations) and who won the principle 
of proſperity from our common tyrants, a 
principle which remains a dead letter with- 
out the union of your people; I know, I 
ſay, that ſome of theſe differ in opinion 
with the perſons whom I take to be the 
| beſt and moſt enlightened friends of Ire- 

land: I know this, and I lament it,” and 
in it I lament the deplorable inconfiftency 
of human nature, with the ſame poignaney 
that I lament the unaccountable hut moſt 
certain fact, that the wiſe, the virtuous; ' 

the philoſophic, the magnanimous Julian 
was a perſecutor. In the face of thoſe-men 
whom I revere, as I hope I ſhould in the 
face of death, I venture to ſtand forward 
the advocate of this woe - worn people, be- 
cauſe I think it is for the honor of the Iriſh 
crown, for the credit and ane, of 


Mr. Ogle. 
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64 
proteſtantiſm, for the proſperity and fame 
of your country, that Britiſh privileges 
ſhould be reſtored to all, who are the fup- 


porters of Britiſh and Iriſh freedom. I 
wiſh ſor equal fate and equal freedom to 


every loyal: ſubje& in his Majeſty's domi- 
nions.” Upon no other terms do I wiſh 

lreland connected with any cauntry. Upon 
thoſe conditions I wiſh it for ever confe- . 


derated with England. Thoſe objects can- 


not be attained, till Catholics ate emaneci · 
pated, and Catholies cannot be emancipat- 
ed till they obtain the elective franchiſe, 
and an equal participation of the benefits of 
trial by jury. Whilſt their liberties, their 
properties, and their lives are at the mer · 
ey of thoſe over whom they have no con- 


troul, nor can acquire a controul, it will 


not he contended the Catholics are free. 


 _ - Taxed without being repreſented, bound 
withaut their conſent, and tried by their 
fperiors the Proteſtants, and not by their 


peers, their ſituation is the very definition 
af flavery, unmitigated, unqualified by any 
thing, but a fleeting liberality which may 


periſh with the faſhion of the hour. 


I have 
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Sw ſaid it was for the honor of the 
Iriſh- Crown, that Catholics ſheuld be 
emancipated,, becauſe I cangeive- that he- 
nor to be deeely intereſted in, and inſepa - 
rably inter woven with the queſtien. The 
honor of the Iriſh Crown has been per- 
petually violated by a perpetual breach of 
faith with the Iriſh, ever ſinee our Engliſh 
anceftors firſt landed in this iland. They 
were induced to come hither hy a Vrant 
and a raviſher, and their political conduct 
and. your's, (for we have been all guilty 
alike) has never once belied the principles 
of their introducer. Henry the 2d, granted 
the Iriſh the common law of England, and 
they gratefully received and ſwore to the 
obſervance of it. They in juſtice, be- 
came entitled to the benefit of that law,— 
Inſtead of this, every means which -fraud 
could invent, avarice ſuggeſt, | ar violence 
enforce, were employed to plunder. and 
deftroy the brave and {fimple-aborigines of 
the iſle, whilſt the duty of their Kings, 
whom they had ſworn to. obey, and who 
from that inſtant were bound to protect 


e ſlumibered or rather preſided over 
4151 | theſe 


). 
theſe cruel outrages upon human nature. 
Sir John Davis ſays, the old Iriſh were out 
of the protection of the law, ſo that any 
Engliſhman might oppreſs, ſpoil, or mur - 
der them with impunity. Sir John was 
certainly poſſeſſed of a better underſtand- 
ing, and had more honeſty than moſt Eng- 


-  - Yifhmen, who have ever bleſſed us with 


their preſence in this iſland: yet he was 
an Eugliſiman, that is a foe to Iriſh freedom, 
and wiſhed to throw the whole, blame of 


_ thoſe horrible and abſurd oppreſſions, as 


Hume phraſes them, upon the Engliſh ſet- 
tlers. Thoſe ſettlers were guilty of innu- 
merable villainies to the ancient Iriſh; yet 
they wiſhed not that their enmities ſhould 
be immortal, like modern ſettlers, but 
ſought at laſt to bury all animoſity in the 
mutual peace and harmony of a final coali- 


tion and incorporation. What did the Eng- 


liſh-Iriſh King of the day? Alarmed at this 


incipient incorporation, and proſpect of hap- 


pineſs held out tothe people, he diſpatches 
his grandſon, Lionel, Duke of Clarence, 


to counteract it, and to revive the dying 
embers of civil diſcord. This Prince paſſed 
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me famous ſtatutes of Kilkenny, ſo much 
extolled by England; and the ſlaves of Eng. 
land, that once more ſowed the ſeeds of 
that everlaſting hoſtility, which divided 
the ſons of Ireland from each other, and 
has ſubſiſted in one horrid. ſhape or other 
to this very day. The Engliſh ſettlers in- 
Hamed by thoſe diabolical las, became, 
the executioners of Engliſh vengeance and 
hatred, and the baſe procurers to Enghth 
paſſions. The proſcribed natives were 
driven into rebellion, and then diſpoſſeſſed 
of their property for the unavoidable effects 
of the erimes of their oppreſſors. Tou ſee 
I feel little propenſity to canonize the viees 
and follies of my anceſtors, like ſome noble 
Lords, who might juſtify the maſſacre of 
St. Bartholomew's day and the fires of 

Smithfield upon the ſame ſilly prineiple 
of miſtaken pride. Near four hundred 
years paſſed away, during this dreadful 
ſcene of miſery, rapine, and blood, in all 

which period, every virtue Was, invoked, 

_ whilſttevety:crime! was perpetrated. The 

ford of war was at length ſheathed- we 
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the ſword of juſtice commenced the-work 
of exterminaton. The Engliſi now availed 


themſelves of every chicanery of law to ouſt 


the natives from cheir remaining lands. 
They did this without danger, for they did it 
with fraud, by the ſafe and bloodleſs methods 
of ſtatutable plunder. In theſe iniquitous 


proceedings they were ſanctioned by their 
King, che King of Ireland! This Royal miſ- 


creant confiſtated fix entire counties without 
having found or looked for ah evidence of 
puilt, whilſt he boaſted. his deſcent from 


the ancient inhabitants whom he ſpoiled. 
Subſequent kings have not been leſs faith- 


lesto-Ireland. Theinfincerity and tyranny 
ofthe bleſſed martyr—the profligacy and in- 


gSratitude ef Charles the-Second—the holy 
_ Impoſitions—the cowardice and bigotry. of 
James Have been all equally fatal to—all 


equallylevellediagainſt Ireland. Your: glo-. 


Fides Deliverer's open and avowed ſup- 


preſſion of our native and favourite manu- 


fſacture will be nb recommendation to any 
body Who is u lover of Ireland. That he 
_  eonfirmal youinyoureftates, is partly true: 
dut it h more FI. that ou dearly 
bought "= 
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bought that advantage by the facrifice of 
the independence, trade, commerce, ma- 
nufactures, proſperity, and name of your 
country. He drove a Ditch bargain with 
you, and you bartered your freedom for a 
paltry conſideration. You and the Catho- 
lies fitice have been ſet at variance, iti order 
to govern you with a niore eaſy iniquity, 
contrary to the duty ad 1 honor of your 
Kings—the ſolemn Filth of © treaties has 
been violated by the Houſe of Hanover, 
in the It of George the 2d, by which the 
Catholics were deprived of the elective 
franchiſe, their unalienable right tlie 
price of their blood the honorable con- 
dition of their capitulation at Limerick: 
III therefore ſay, it is for the Honor of 
the Iriſh Crown, that King George the 
34, ſhould repair the wrongs of his pre. | 
deceſſors to a loyal and unfortunate race: : 
for though he is not the original author 
of theſe wrongs, yet as the King never dies, 
he is in ſome degree chargeable with the 
wrongs continued under his government, 
_and flands accountable in his reputation 
for the evil he is at no pains to pre- 
vent. The recommendation of this late 
1 .C adt 


1 
aQtof; Juſtice from the Throne, will become 
him full as well as the recommendation of 
Charter Schools: he ſhould at laſt remem- 
ber, that allegiance and protection are re- 
ciprocal: he ſhould bear in mind, that 
be no longer deſerves to be a King, who 
fyſtematically ceaſes to be juſt to millions 
of his ſubjects. | 
The credit of Proteſtantiſm and its con- 
ſiſtency is equally involved in this great 
queſtion of Catholic Emancipation. The 
| Proteſtants abandoned the Roman Catholic 
Religion for one fundamental reaſon a- 
mongſt others: becauſe they pronounced 
its followers to-be perſecutors upon princi- 
ple, and to want charity, that grand deſi- 
deratum in Ireland, without which religion 
itſelf is rather a curſe than a bleſſing. They 
ſhould now abandon the Proteſtant religi- 
on for the ſame reaſon, if they are true to 
their original principles: for the Proteſtants 
of Ireland have been perſecutors—unre- 
lenting, inquiſitorial perſecutors, for up- 

Wards of two hundred years. But the ſpi- 
rit of neither religion is perſecution—bad 
priefis, bad miniſters, bad parliaments and 
bad kings have perverted the principles of 
* N both, 


| u 
both, ſor the purpoſe of fixing a lawiel | 
yoke on the necks of their felloiy-creatures. 
Sanctis nominibus rapere imperium, has been 
their maxim, —Good Proteſtants and good 
Catholics have ever reprobated theſe ſancti- 
fied iniquities. The worthy Cardinal Pole, 
in the reign of the ſanguinary Queen Mary, 
though a Catholic upon principle, recom- 
mended Toleration : Biſhop Gardiner, 
though ready to conform to any religion 
for intereſt, taught that perſecution was law- 
ful. The hiſtory of the Jewiſh and the 
Chriſtian Religions, incontrovertibly proves 
the truth of that axiom in the ſchools ; that 
what is beſt, when corrupted, becomes 
worſt.— The purer the worſhip the more 
abominable has been the perſecution it gave 
_ riſe to, and the more corrupt the morality 
practiſed in its name. The name of God 
has been the watch-word for the abomina- 
tions of man. — The religion of the Jews 
was pure and ſublime—their manners and 
diſpoſition deteſtable:— the religion of the 
ancient Egyptians was abſurd and impious 
—their manners and government were the 
glory of humanity and model of nations. 
C2 The 
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| I The ſame moral miſchief I have deſcribed 
$/ amongſt the Jews muſt unqueſtionably be 
1 produced again, when more truſt is repoſed 
in faith than in charity; in profeſſion, than 
good works. The knave profeſſes any thing 
—the honeſt man practiſes without pro- 
feſfion—a poet, who knew iman and woman 
well, writes: 
Wyoerer's faith is chan dts more, 
If man, believe him rogue — -. ; 
q Your popery laws engender and propagate. 
i this evil with a foul encreaſe.— They pu- 
niſh a belief in Catholics, which being 
| harmleſs, ſhould be allowed without the 
| infliction of diſabilities, and they condemn 
14 principles which Catholics have abjured in 
| words, and ever proved tobe falſe charges 
by their actions. You give the reward of 
honeſty, loyalty and patriotiſm—I mean 
the right of citizenſhip—to oaths, to nuga- 
tory declarations, and abjurations. For a 
bare recantation of the faith of his fathers, 
and hard An hriſtian ſwearing, puts your 
| Catholic ow". earl inſtantly upon a foot- | 
ing with yourſelf, whilſt all the virtues 
| wich Chriſt or Socrates ever taught or 
practiſed, 
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practiſed, would leave him a ſlave without 
it. Do you not daily ſee the effect of theſe 
laws? Does it not require. great fortitude 
in an honeſt man to become a convert, and 
expoſe himſelf to the obloguy-and ſuſpicion 
of both parties? Are not the generality: of 
thoſe who apoſtatize to your religion the 
baſeſt of mankind ? Do they not flander« 
ouſly abuſe, and rancorouſly perſecute the 
wretches they have forſaken? And yet, thoſe 
creatures are careſſed and courted, whilſt 
Honeſt Catholics are deſpiſed and trampled 
on! Thus your laws become a premium to 
vice—a penalty upon virtue. Judge then, 
if the continuation of this vile ſyſtem can 
do credit to the Proteſtant religion. No 
it takes from you at once all pretenſions o 
proteſtantiſm and chriſtianity. 

Itis equally fatal to the proſperity and 
fame of your country in every particular. 
It has been truly ſaid, that oppreſſion is a 
ſmothered warfare: it annihilates the peace 
and comfort of ſociety. Can the Proteſtant 
eſteem the Catholic he dooms to flavery? 
Can the Catholic love his oppreſſor? They 
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are both hypocrites if they pretend to it. 
They muſt in the preſent ſtate of things 
moſt inevitably hate and fear one another. 
It is the law of nature, which laughs to 
ſcorn the unnatural inſtitutions of man, and 

what can you expect from ſuch a fituation ? 
Does not the tranquillity of your country 
hang by a thread, and are you ſtill deter- 
mined to leaye it in this feveriſh tremu- 
_ Jous exiſtence? You have been bred in a 
contempt for Catholics, a contempt origi- 
nally inftilled by your oppreſſors, the Eng- 


Uh, and which they are by no means 


ſparing of to yourſelves. And indeed none 
of us have been totally wronged by our 
kind and affectionate ſiſter ; for we have 
not reſpected ourſelves. America has re- 
ſpected herſelf, and therefore ſhe is re- 
ſpected. She has performed a very ardu- 
ons taſk: ſhe has taught Engliſhmen man. 
ners. But the Engliſh have groſsly deceiv- 
ed you in their deſcription of your country- 
men. They have refuſed them credit for 
every good quality, and fixed the ſtigma 
of every bad one upon them. They have 
denied them courage and underſtanding, 
| ; that 


1. 
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that they might perſuade them and the world 
that they had neither ſenſe to perceive, nor 
ſpirit to afſert their rights. But I tell you 
again, they have groſsly deceived. you. 
There is not in Europe a nobler peaſantry. 

than the peaſantry of Ireland, the great 

body of the people you have enſlaved. The 

Engliſh began their ſyſtem of calumny. 

againſt the Iriſh, not before they began to 

deſpoil them. Had they reported them as 

an innocent people, they would have want- 

ed a pretext for their undoing. You will 

find the proof of this in the venerable 

Bede, who loads them with the higheſt 

| praiſe, and the 1 ying Giraldus Cambren- 

fis, who covers them with foul reproach- 

Sir John Davis acknowledges this race of 

men to be endued with extraordinary ab. 
ties of mind and body; and that there is ; Ws 

no people under Heaven who love equal * - 

and indifferent juſtice better than theIriſh. 

The enlightened Doctors Young and Camp- 

bell do them the ſame juſtice. The im- 


mortal Swift, in a poſthumous work which 


has lately appeared, declares that the com- 
mon Iriſh who underſtand Engliſh, have 


a much better taſte for reaſon and raillery, 
than 


— — — My" 
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than the Engliſh of the fame deſcription. 
Lord Cheſterfield and Adam Smith call 
them the moſt able-bodied and handſome 


8 men in Europe. Camden teſtifies, that 


they are incredibly active, ingenious and 


warlike. n adjutants inform you 


SS * m 


any zee in the three kitigdoms; and 


America, Hindoſtan and Europe bear wit- 


neſs to the ardor and firmneſs of their 
courage. See then the gallant race of men 
you have to govern, and reflect how you 
have" governed them! You have endea. 
voured to unman them, and reduce them 
to the level of the beaſts that periſh. Be- 
reft by law of almoſt every ſtimulus to in- 
duſtry, precluded from education; foreign 
and domefftic, from conjugal connection 
with their favored brethren, from every 
bleffing civil and political, it is a miracle 
that they have retained any thing human 


but the ſhape. The prototype of your po- 


licy; Machiavel, in the eighth chapter of 
his Prince, lays it down as a maxim, that 
eruelty may be neceſſary in a recent ſet- 
tlement acquired by war and crimes, but 


n 
if prolonged: heyond that. neceſſity, that it 
ultimately proves the ruin of its uphold- 


ers. Lou have qutſtripped your model: 
take care how you verify his prophetic ob- 


ſervation. When the city of Sparta Was 
overthrown, by an earthquake, the Helots 


ſurveyed the viſitation with rapture, and 


redoubled the horrors of the calamity; 
Your Proteſtant ſettlement is ſecure beyond 


the probability, nay the poſſibility of dan - 


ger, if you do not continue the temptation, 
and the language of the conſtitution might 
add the duly to uproot it, in the hearts of 
thoſe whom you mean to deſtroy. . You 
have nothing to fear from thoſe miſerable , 
beings whoſe anceſtars eſtates the chance 


of War delivered into Four, hands one hun- 1 ; 


dred and thirty eight years fance. , Moſt of 
them have periſhed in exile and in want. 
Some of them ate fighting the battles of 
foreign kings, being incapacitated even 
from Hing for their own. - Their ſad re- 
mains are the porters of your towns, the 
clowes of. your country, and beggars of. 


ey s abc but leave to. ive. The Qnholics ü 


D have 
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; and long benighted country. Have you 


y 

- CP 

have given you every (ſecurity which the 

moſt ſolemn declarations can give: you 
have a"muich better ſecurity in their uni- 

form demeanor, aun Ria better In' their . 

1 N 


e Wich He the ſwords of kings” 
is the laſt reaſon of all things. 


OG W 
pendent mind in Ireland, that the ſino- 
| en ice ceaſe, 
Bans the ſhoulties of all hols be collect 
ed into one common focus to cheer, reant: 
mate and illumine this aggrieved, palfied, 


not had enough of vengeance and petty def- 
picable *monopoly;' and are you ſtill re- 


ſolved to perfiſt in it even at the expence 


of your own well-being and henor? Is not 


your country a prey to foreigners through 
the imbecility entailed upon it, by emaſcu- 
lating four: fifths of your people? Were the 
proviſdes, indulgences, and mortmains of 
Fopery in any degree ſo pernicious as the 
ruin and ignominy of Engliſh influence? 


Impoſtors delude you, whilſt they are prac- 
"£790 tiling 
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tiſing ancient villainies under new names. 
Does not this influence yearly drain you of 
two thirds of your whole revenue? Does 
it not ſend undeſerving viceroys to rule 
over you to the degradation of your own 
nodbility, many of whom were known in 
Europe long before the great majority of | 


the preſent Engliſh nobility had crawled 


from their original obſcurity ? Does it not 
quarter the inſignificant followers of thoſt 
inſignificant viceroys, the buffoons, pan- 
ders, and paraſites of a corrupted court, 
the traſh and refuſe of another land upon 
the moſt productive fpots of your afland?” 
Des it. not exalt the moft unprineipled and 
ſhameleſs politicians to the very higheſt ſta- 
tions, and for what? for reviling your 
country and denying its nnn lr 
* If ſuch a man 38 1 have here pourtrayed, tad böç% 
carried the audacious- impurities of the ſenate to the 
| judgment ſeat, but adminiſtered law in juſtice and in 
mercy as became his great abilities, the circumſtance. 


ſhould be a drawback on the deteſtation of his country- 
men, it mould take but little from the diftruſt of the 


charakter. e ee 
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[ Has it not made you a bye-word- amongft 
nations, and the very ſound of your name 
| a ſubject of laughter? Are not your mines 
unexplored, your fiſheries neglected, your 
trade and commerce reſtricted, your ma- 
nufaQtures unprotected, your lands unim- 
proved, your country denuded of its wood 
and ſhorn of its beauty and means of naval 
ſtrength, nay, your very character debaſed 
through this influence? Whence the want 
of employment in Ireland, whence the 
rack-rents of abſentees, whence the ſqu alid 
appearances and concomitants of poverty ? 
© Whence the wanderings of your people to 
g every corner of the earth, the alarming 
emigrations of northern induſtry to Ame- 
rica, of ſouthern hardihood to England, 
Prance and Spain, to the Eaſt and to the 
Weſt? Whence, I ſay, does all this pro- 
__ceed, but from the wide waſting peſtilen- 
tial influence of England? Even now it is 
5 clandeftinely aiming at the extinction of 
1 parliament and your lately recovered 
| name. I myſelf heard the Marquis of 
| „ 7 a Downſhire expreſs his ardent wiſh for a 
U Ho union in the Houſe of Lords of England ! 
Ireland 


r 

Ireland appears looſened from its "ME 
tions by this influence, and floats 'at the 
breath of every bold and flagitious Eng- 
liſh undertaker, who is ſent to defame 
and to devour it. She might moſt happi- 
ly maintain more than double her popula- 
tion, were ſhe not inhibited from availing 


herſelf of the bounties of Heaven. But 
your-Draconian laws againſt Popery, the 
loathfome but unacknowledged offspring 
of the influence I have. been deſcribing, 
have worn her natives down to a degree 
of wretchedneſs not to be equalled by the 
wretchedneſs of ſlave or freeman in any 
quarter of the globe: they have given 
your country the melancholy pre- eminence 
amongſt nations of being ſupreme in mi- 
ſery. But ſhe has borne her advexfities 
with fortitude. Vou may thank your ftars, 
that the ſuicide principle of thoſe Jaws has 
not utterly eradicated the ſpirit of your” '\. 
people. If it had, you would have look- 
ed in vain for freedom. Had they ſtood 
aloof in the day of trial, or joined with 
your enemies, had they not liftened to the 


dictates 


rr 


ed the inglorious example, they pledged 
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dictates of their own virtues, but follow- 
ed your example in wounding themſelves 
through the heart of their country, you 
had been ſtill in bondage. They diſdain- 


their lives and their fortunes for your 
freedom, and you pledge yours to hold 
them in chains! They are a conquered 


people, you ſay: Be it ſo. But when 


they reſigned their power in 1691, af. 
ter their glorious defence of Limerick, 
they ſtipulated for freedom with arms in 
their hands. What, did you? When you 

got them in your power, you ſtripped them 
of their, arms, and robbed them of their 
freedom Vos kept no. faith auith Caths- 
tics ! They aſk for reſtitution therefore, 
and they would be unworthy of it if they 
did not. They aſk for the liberty their 
anceſtors planted and preſerved in this 


\ iſland: for nine. tenths of them are deſcen- 
dants of thoſe Engliſh who firſt won the 
country. by fraud and by force from the, 
- - ancient Iriſh. They and their forefathers 
are. your benefators, and you are full 
N bent 


(4 Y 8 
bent upon remaining their deſtroyers; £73 
ſlavery 'is the deſtruction of the people. 
such being their conduct and yours, is it de. 
corous to talk of their ingratitude? would 
it not be more decorous to. retrieve the 
honor you have loſt by your own? You 
fay they want to intimidate you into a 
compliance with their humble ſupplica- 
tions. The aſſertion is falſified by the 
fact, They preſented a petition to parlia- 
ment praying for a ſhare of that freedom 
they contribute to ſupport. They did not 
make the compliance. of parliament the 
condition of their allegiance: they have 
evinced the contrary by the un varied te- 
nor of their conduct: for though, refuſed 
in no very flattering manner, amidſt ſcoffs, 
and ſcorn, and indi ignity, . their enemies 
have not gained their point: they have not 
driven them into violence: they have re- 
mained unaltered in their loyalty, thei 
love of order, and obelfience to the law — 
A brave General i in your Houſe of Com: 
mons invites theſe defencelels citizens 90 
draw ckeir — and make their appeal 


to 
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taught by nature to all- the ſavage and 
the barbarian feels its ſacred impulſes as 


completely as the philoſopher. The liberty 


to Heaven. - Theſe oppreſſed men have no 
ſwords, and if they had, they would only 


draw them in defence of their King and 
country. They and their fathers have ſo 


demeaned themſelyes i in every vieiſſitude 


of fortune. I with this great officer may 


be as well diſpoſed. Shame on the man, 
who .can thus mock at the , unfortunate, 
and pour: new miſery into the agonizing 
boſom of a tortured generation! 1 #; 
That the Catholics, are not prepared for 


| freedom, is a propoſition | unfounded in rea- | 


fon and contradicted by the experience of 


_ every age and the feelings of every heart. 


Liberty which is equal juſtice to all, is 


of England originated in the woods of Ger- 
many. We know that the Germans were 


not a lettered race they had no property 
but what v was in common : yet theſe ſturdy 
barbarians were at leaſt, as free, and as 

zealous affertors of their independence, as 
their deſcendants the Engliſh. Many of 
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the mighty barons, who extorted Magna 
Charta from John, were unable to read or 
to write; yet the rude feelings of their 
untutored breaſts fitted them admirably to 
wreſt that palladium of happineſs from a 
tyrant. I hope we ſhall hear no more of 
this infidious and hypocritical cant, invent- 
ed by the deſigning to miſlead the unwary. 
To be fit for freedom, it is ſufficient to be 
born, and it affords an additional apti- 
tude to be bred a chriftian—for I hope 
it is unneceſſary to inform you, that the 
ſervice of the Catholic God and yours'is 
perfect freedom. I ſhould imagine the 
requiſite knowledge for chuſing a repre- 
ſentative does not lie far beneath the ſur- 
face: Surely a Catholic has as good an op- 
Portunity of learning the acts of wiſdom, 
Juſtice, humanity and fortitude which diſ- 
tinguiſh a neighbouring gentleman, and 
recommend him to notice at an election, 
as a Proteſtant : or do the magic ſyllables 
of Proteſtantiſm. beſtow ſenſe and ſenſibi- 
lity, .whilſt the execrated name of Papiſt 
bereaves its unhappy owner of every organ 

E of 


3 
of feeling and underſtanding! Away with 
ſuch fooleries! Were their abſurdity not 
loſt. in the immenſity of their miſchief, 
they would be - as contemptible as the 
dreams of dotards. If your execrable laws 
had unfitted the Catholic for freedom, free- 
dom only could recreate that moral and 
ö political fitneſs your laws had done away. 
Slavery is the worſt of all poſſible ſchools 
| to teach the principles of - liberty : you 
would not manacle the limbs of the man 
you would enable to ſtart in the race! Be 
not afraid of overpowering the tender op- 
tics of your brethren with the new light 
of liberty: the eagle-eye of nature looks 
ſteadily at the ſun of liberty in every ſtage 
| and every condition of this many coloured 
| and weary life. 990; et 
It is alſo ſaid the Catholic committee is 
an 


FPoſterity will honor the memories of thoſe prudent 

and undaunted citizens of Dublin, who, unſhaken by the 

| _ ſeceſſion of their deceived fellow-ſufferers, brought thoſe 
| very men back to their opinion by the irrefiſtible force 
| of truth, and caſt the foundation of Catholic emancipa- 
| 6 tion amidſt the intrigues, and * and calumnies, and 
| | | menaces 


( 27 ) 
an unlawful meeting. Thoſe who lay fo, 
do not underſtand the law, or miſinter- 
pret it with an evil-intent, No meeting is 
unlawful which is peaceably met for a 
lawful purpoſe, whether the mode of 
meeting be borrowed from Conſtantino- 
ple or Paris, whether from the empire of 
Slavery or the ſeat of Democracy. The 
Catholic committee is not acknowledged 
by the law, totidem verbis, but every thing 
is allowed by the law; which is a quiet 
aſſertion of right, and hurts no man. Now 
the object of this meeting is not as has 
been fooliſhly or maliciouſly ſaid, to con- 
ſolidate the power of the Catholics, but to 
aſcertain their utter impotence to protect 
themſelves, to concentrate their miſeries 
and their tears, to lay them at the foot of 
the throne, to ſupplicate parliament to 
give freedom, conſequence, and union to 
Ireland. They hope it is no offence to 
wiſh to add dignity, ſtrength, and ſtabi- 
menaces of their enemies. Their names will live when 
court proſtitutes and hirelings and flaves will be forgotten. 
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e 
lity to their country, and they are ſure pe- 
titioning is lawful.— The Catholics labour 
1 under grievances and there are two ways 
of removing them. The one is by war; 
the other by peace. They ſeek not relief 
through the calamities of war: they adore 
their country. They deſire that peace may 
be the harbinger of their freedom. That 
peace can be preſerved by no better means, 
than by quietly aſſembling and humbly pro- 
poſing their grievances to the conſidera- 
tion of the legiſlature. The legiſlature 
may refuſe granting the prayer of their 
petition, but-they have no right to ſpurn 

the begging g/ proſtrate, and obedient ſub- 
= jet from their door—You are angry with 
1 theſe miſerable people for ſtating their 
\ 2598 numbers at three millions: You are then 
angry, that they were born! You are then 
angry that they tread the earth, breathe 
the air, or ſurvey the Heaven. By that 


Heaven I conjure you to diſmiſs - thoſe 
deadly ſentiments of ſhocking uncharita- 
bleneſs from your otherwiſe generous 
hearts, and dare to have the magnani- 

| mity 
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mity to forgive thoſe you have ſo deeply 
and ſo cruelly injured. Be united, be 
Iriſhmen, be free. 5 
I hear a great deal of the favour al 
ready conferred upon Catholics, and that 
their emancipation ſhould be. gradual. 
The Catholics are a grateful people, but 
the faſhion of the day and your own exi- 
gencies gave them moſt of what they have 
got, and your liberality wears too much 
the appearance of ſelfiſhneſs to entitle you” 
to much gratitude. Recolle& that on 
only lately ſet your hand to a very partial 
reſtoration of their rights, and that thoſ& . 
acts of grace were accompanied with no 
ſmall ſhare of reluctance, no ſmall Por- 
tion of contempt. By giving the Cathsæ 
lics the power of purchaſing land, 6. 
converted a flux, monied property, meh | 
might be employed againſt you, into an 
immoveable pledge for their abiding-by 7 
your fate, and binding their own chains 
the faſter; and by withholding the elec- 
tive franchiſe from them, you refuſe them 
the ſhield by which they might protect 
| their 


- 
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their new acquiſition. So that the privi- 
lege you rate ſo high, makes them but the 
more dependant upon your good-will and 


caprice. As to gradual emancipation, if 
you mean to treat your brethren as the Eng- 


liſh parliament has the negroes, you ſhould 
mark a period for their emancipation, as 
that parliament has done for the more 
fortunate Africans. But you do not wiſh 
it: you are withholding their rights from 
your fellow- creatures, and indulging them 
now and then with a few fragments from 
your table, fondly hoping that an oppor- 
tunity may ariſe to daſh their hopes for 
21 ever, and plunge them back into that un- 
ſfachomable abyſs of miſery from whence 
they have but juſt raiſed their heads. But 
the opportunity will not ariſe: the impe- 
riſhable ſpirit of freedom has gone abroad 
and cheers the heart of the meaneſt pea- 
ſant. He truſts in the juſtice and virtues 
of his King, and the tardy humanity of 
his brethren. His King longs already to 
burſt his chains; for he can do no rung: 
and many of the fathers, reftorers, and pre- 
40 ſervers 


6319 
ſervers of political Proteſtant freedom in {it 
north, are working ſeriouſly, honeſtly, no- 
bly, and independently in their cauſe. 
Your really and truly glorious deliveren; Mr. . 
Grattan, and many of the mott*%alted na- 
tures in Ireland are at the ſame Godlike 
work of redemption. The Catholics will 
deſerve it: for I know them, and of courſe ©, /7 
they will be free. They have nothing to 
dread: They walk in the fearleſſneſs of 
virtue. | 1 
But what ſhall become of the Proteſtant 
aſcendancy ? I revere the Proteſtant aſcen- 
dancy, if, like the prerogative of Kings, 
it is limited by juſtice and the ſafety of 
the people. I cannot revere it if it is no- 5 
thing but an uncontroulable ſway. - Sunn 
a ſway I could never reſpe&, though ſeat-. 
ed on the throne of Great Britain or the 
chair of St. Peter. If by Proteſtant aſcen- 
dancy you mean, that the great power of 
the country ſhould remain in the - hands 
of the preſent poſſeſſors, more than three 
hundred years would not transfer the 
power (for property is the power) into the 
_ » hands 
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hands of Catholies, even if the whole pe- 


nal code was ſwept away at this moment; 


and 1 believe it requires no inſpiration to 


3 


- foretell, that the folly and wickedneſs of 
religious animoſity will have died with 
_ thoſe who harbour it long, long before 


that period. But if you define the Pro- 


_ | tefttant aſcendancy, a Proteſtant King, a 
| Proteſtant Peerage, a Proteſtant Houſe of 
Commons, a Proteſtant Conſtituency, and 


make no account of your Catholic bre- 


x/1 4 4 thren, but wiſh, with the repreſentative 


-of the whole Iriſh nation, as he was 
pleaſed to denominate himſelf *, that their 


liberties ſhould be for ever extinguiſhed, 


whilſt you but half retain your own, I 
abhor the inhuman idea, as I do the au- 


thor of evil, and exactly upon the ſame 


principle; becauſe it is the enemy of man- 


EKEind. 


I have now done: and I implore mer- 


cy for your brethren, and juſtice for your 


country. If you refuſe that mercy, and 
withhold- this juſtice, you ſhould prepare 


Richard Sheridan, Eſq; 
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for a union: Things cannot remain in 
their preſent fituation; you muſt either 
give freedom to the Catholic or ahdicate 
it for yourſelf. Your ancient oppreſſors 
are on the watch to inflame your paſſions - 
and reinſnare you into worſe than our 
former bondage. A union would be ad- M 
vantageous to the Catholic. By it the © 
Proteſtant would loſe his all, if freedom _ 
be all to the noble-minded and the brave. | 
The Catholic would not be raiſed to the 
; Proteſtant, but the Proteſtant would be 
levelled down to the Catholic, and funk 
into a ſlaviſh acquieſcence in the will of a 
country accuſtomed to deſpiſe him. The 
Catholic would be more happy: for that 
liberty, he is never doomed to taſte, would / # 
be removed far from his wounded ear, 7 
his aching fight. The Proteſtant would 
have no conſolation for glories paſt and 
preſent ſhame, He would experience a 
ſervitude more grievous than death. - "x5 Boo | 
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